
 

 

State of Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 

Administrative Policies and Procedures: 16.1 
 

Subject: Placement Of Delinquent Youth In Family Foster 
Homes  

 Supersedes: DCS 16.1, 06/01/99 Local Policy: No 
Local Procedures: No 
Training Required: Yes 

 

Approved by:  

 

Effective date: 
Revision date: 

06/01/99 
10/01/01 

 

Application 
To All Department Of Children’s Services Program Operations Staff And All DCS Or 
CSA Staff In Resource Management Units. 

Authority: TCA 37-5-106, 37-1-137(a) (5) and 37-2-415 

Policy 
The use of family foster homes is an appropriate alternative for some adjudicated 
delinquent offenders.  When placing a delinquent offender in a family foster home the 
prospective foster family shall be provided with all available information regarding the 
youth’s delinquent record.  Foster families shall have the right to refuse placement of 
delinquent offenders who they judge to present an unacceptable risk to their family, to 
other foster children residing in the home, to their property, or to the community in which 
they live.   

Procedures 
A. Emergency foster 

home placement 

 

Emergency foster home placement prior to assessment may 
be considered for delinquent youth if: 
1. The youth has not been convicted of a felony offense that 

constitutes a crime against a person(s). 
2. A youth convicted of the misdemeanor offense of assault 

shall be considered for placement prior to assessment on 
a case-by-case basis.  Approval for foster home 
placement shall be obtained from the Regional 

Index 16.1 Effective date: June 1, 1999  Page 1 of 3 
CS-0001                                        Revised date: October 1, 2001 



Subject:  Placement of Delinquent Youth in Family Foster Homes 16.1 

Administrator or his/her designee.   
3. There are no children under the age of 12 currently 

residing in the foster home being considered as a 
placement resource.  

 

B. Assessment of 
delinquent 
offenders prior to 
permanent 
placement in a 
family foster 
home 

 

Youth coming into custody as a result of delinquent offenses 
and being considered for placements other than a youth 
development center shall be assessed using the department’s 
standard assessment protocol.  This protocol consists of a 
complete social history, family functioning assessment, 
community risk assessment, mental status screening, and an 
EPSDT screening if one has not been done within the past 12 
months.   

 
C. Low risk 

offenders and 
family foster  
home placement 

 

If the assessment protocol indicates that the youth presents a 
low community risk and the youth does not have treatment 
needs that cannot be met outside a residential treatment 
setting family foster care may be considered as a viable 
alternative.  A low risk youth may be placed in any foster 
home.  There are no restrictions concerning other children 
being placed in the home simultaneously. 
 

D.  Medium risk 
offenders and 
family foster 
home placement 

 

If the assessment protocol indicates that the youth presents a 
medium risk the youth may be considered for placement in a 
family that has been specifically recruited and trained to work 
with delinquent offenders.  These foster homes may be used 
for other children (dependent/neglected and unruly) however 
these children shall not be placed in the home simultaneously 
with a medium risk offender.   

E. High risk 
offenders and 
family foster 
homes 

1. Youth convicted of felony offenses or who presents as a 
high risk, shall not be considered for family foster care 
prior to receiving appropriate residential treatment.   

2. Family foster care may be an appropriate “step down” 
alternative once residential treatment is completed.   

3. These youth shall not be placed in homes with adjudicated 
dependent/neglected children.   

 

F.  In-service training Foster parents shall receive a 9-hour training course entitled 
“Fostering The Delinquent Youth,” that addresses the juvenile 
justice system, discipline, birth parent and community 
involvement. 
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Forms 
None 
 

Collateral Documents 
None 

Standards 
None 
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